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Summary

The study of Islamic craft-guilds is of great significance. Despite
several articles dealing with the craft-guilds, the latter is still lacking a
comprehensive study. Such a study is connected with the Social and
economic organization which greatly influenced public life of medival
Islamic society.

However, the roots and connections of this topic make it difficult to
limit it to a definite time and place. Hence, I frquently found myself
abliged to refer to later periods in order to give a completed picture of
this topic. Consequently, I have made it to cover the whole Abbasias
period, stoping at the period when the craft-guilds adoption, however,
marks a decisive development in the guilds organization.

My thesis consists of four chapters, the first of which is dealing with
the emergence of the craft-guilds. The economic development (agricul-
tural, commercial and industrial) which medieval Islamic society had
witnessed and its influence on the rise of the craft-guilds is dealt with
here.

The planning of Islamic cites reflects great interest in crafts and

_occupations. To each craft was allotted a special place. This helped
towards the gathering of craft-men and the rise of a strong ties among

252



them. Them markets were also regulated, according to the specialzation
towards the rise at craft-guilds.

Islam praised labour and respected hand crafts. Moreover, in a later
period, the intellectual movement had its role in improving public
outlook towards labour and crafis. This we can see how directly were the
Islamic craft-guilds connected with the violent social movement such as
Isma'ili-carmathian movement, which gained a large number of
supporters both among the workers and the peasants, who hoped to
accomplish social justice. It appears that the craft-guilds organization
was a reaction against social discrimination as well as an attempt to
improve their standard of living.

The interest shown by Ikhwan al-Safa towards the worker, their
respect to labour and their attempt to circulate culture and knowledge
among common people are all dealt with in this chapter. Mereover, the
Sufi Ideas in the craft-guilds and the similarity between Sufi and craft-
guild organization ail reflect a mutual influence in this aspect.

In the second chapter I have discussed the different names gived to
the «Sinf», such as Hirfa, Car, and Naqaba. The Byzantine and sassanid
Legacy in the Islamic craft organization are discussed here too. The
latter, however, which from its very beginning formed a new social
feature proves wrong the point of veiw of many orientalists, who trace
them back to the sassanid and Byzantine influences. It is also important
to note here that this chapter dealt also with artisans social conditions,
wages, food, dress and morals.

The third chapter is dedicated to the duties of the craft-guilds, and
the heredity among the ranks of the sinf: To this must be added the
traditions and ceremonies among crafis-men and the porticipation of the
latter in the public accosious.

The fourth chapter is concerned with the relation between the state
and the craft-guilds, and how the «Hisba» was the most prominent



official institution that have a direct connection with the organizéﬁon of
craft-guilds.

The takes imposed an craft-men by the state, the latter manopoly of
some important industries and the economic, Political, social and
cultural activities of the sinf are also discussed in this chapter.

A comparison is drown between the Islamic and European craft-
guilds. Finally, this chapter delt with the adoption of Islamic craft-guilds
of the morals, cermonies, Fityan societies, issued by the caliph al-Nair.
The craft-guilds, however, continued to exist until their decline at the end
of the ninth century and lost their positive role in organizing the workers
and administering their affairs.
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